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 To:"PDC Support" <pdc@pdc.wa.gov> 

External Email 

Greetings, 

The website in question is my personal blog which expresses personal opinions is exempt 
from campaign disclosure rules, pursuant WAC 390-18-030, which states, in part:  

“(2)(a) The following forms of advertising need not include the sponsor’s name…as 
otherwise required by RCW 42.17A.320 (1) and (2) and 42.17A.350…  

4) Political advertising created and distributed by an individual using their own modest 
resources is not required to provide the disclosures in RCW 42.17A.320…  

(ii) Disseminated on the individual's social media site, personal website, or an individual's 
similar online forum where information is produced and disseminated only by the 
individual.” 

The Public Disclosure Commission stated in PDC Interpretation No. 07-04 that it seeks to 
"follow the money", not to disincentivize individuals from participating in political speech. 
From  

General Approach and Guiding Principles 

• The primary objective is to provide disclosure of campaign financing, while not 
affecting the free flow of political information provided online when the information 
is provided by individuals using their own modest resources. 

The costs associated with operating the blog—including hosting and domain fees—are well 
below the monetary thresholds defined for campaign expenditures ($200 or $350, 
whichever the case), and thus qualify as "modest resources" as described in the PDC’s 
own guidance posted here.  

 

https://wapdc.freshdesk.com/a/contacts/13076060037
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=390-18-030
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.17A.320
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.17A.350
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.17A.320
https://www.pdc.wa.gov/rules-enforcement/guidelines-restrictions/online-campaign-activities
https://www.pdc.wa.gov/news/2023/new-contribution-limits-and-reporting-thresholds-take-effect-april-1-2023


 

 

Creating this blog was an act of individual expression in a small-town political climate 
where open criticism of elected officials can carry social or economic risk. Several 
community members declined to contribute out of concern for potential repercussions. 

Requiring individuals to share their identity chills speech. I'll likely take my blog down rather 
than risk sharing my name, which is precisely the chilling of speech the Commission seeks 
to avoid. 

For these reasons—supported by both the letter and intent of WAC 390-18-030 and PDC 
Interpretation 07-04—I respectfully request that the Commission dismiss case #176278. 
Compelling disclosure in this context would run contrary to established rules and the 
Commission’s own commitment to protecting individual political expression. 

 

Thank you, 

ABW 

 


