Respondent Name

William Denholm (Denny Denholm)

Complainant Name

Conner Edwards

Complaint Description

Conner Edwards reported via the portal
(Fri, 16 Aug 2024 at 2:00 PM)

Description of Complaint

On this committee’s most recent C4, the committee indicated a negative cash on hand balance of -$598.20
See link: https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110188760

This suggests that the committee has failed to properly disclose/report expenditures or contributions.

Additionally, this committee apparently failed to disclose the quantity of mailers purchased for an expenditure to Walt’s Mailing
for $742.55 (they inappropriately described the charge as a bank charge) , see link:
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110182544

Notice to Respondent
I apologize to you for any inconvenience caused by this complaint.

This complaint is one of hundreds that I have filed to highlight and ultimately fix the significant shortcomings associated with
the agency responsible for administering our state’s campaign finance laws.

What are these shortcomings?

Overcomplicated and outdated requirements that are difficult to understand and comply with. Failure to properly educate filers
about the tasks they must perform to remain in compliance with applicable requirements and avoid complaints. Failure of the
agency to send regular reminders to filers about pending deadlines. A failure to proactively enforce applicable requirements
which enables the complaint system to become weaponized. Non-intuitive, non-user friendly, and buggy reporting software.
Failure to meaningfully enforce core requirements. Failure to follow the best operating practices of other neighboring campaign
finance agencies. An agency leadership structure that largely disregards stakeholder input and is slow to identify and resolve
major agency deficiencies.

I believe that the best way to motivate the agency to address these problems is by filing a large number of complaints so that the
agency’s problems become impossible to ignore.

Slowly (too slowly) this strategy is starting to yield concrete and beneficial changes. You can read about these changes here:
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/politics/why-one-man-filed-800-campaign-finance-complaints-against-wa-
candidates/

If you believe that the agency could have done something different to help you proactively avoid the issues identified in this
complaint, I hope that you will consider including it in your response. The agency, and the public, can benefit from your
perspective and feedback.

“Be the change that you wish to see in the world.”
— Mahatma Gandhi

What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public?

The PDC has an obligation to provide transparency to the voters by enforcing filing requirements. The agency’s failure to
actively monitor the filings of committees and enforce filing requirements damages both the public and the candidates
themselves.

List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be found

PDC Website

List of potential witnesses with contact information to reach them




See respondent contact info on PDC website.

Certification (Complainant)

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that information
provided with this complaint is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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Public Disclosure Commission

DENHOLM WILLIAM (Denny
Denholm)

Candidate for SCHOOL DIRECTOR for MEAD SD 354 in the 2023 election.

Overview Contributions Expenditures Pledges Debts Loans

Independent Expenditures

Candidate Overview

Registered May 24, 2023

Q 1227 Quartz Ln Spokane, 99208
% dennydenholm@hotmail.com

Candidacy Status

L> Candidate registered (5/24/2023)
L> Candidate declared (5/15/2023)
L Qualified for general

L> Lost in general


https://pdc.wa.gov/
https://pdc.wa.gov/
mailto:dennydenholm@hotmail.com

Financial Overview

$0.00 + $23,901.85 + $0.00 — $23,901.85
Starting balance Contributions Loans Total raised
$24,491.44 $0.00 $0.00
Total spent Pledges Debt
$0.00 $0.00

Independent expenditures for Independent expenditures against

Candidate Reports and Forms

Registration Form

Financial Affairs Report

Surplus Funds Account

Contributors and Vendors Map

Made to candidate for 2023
Contributions

See who has contributed cash and in-kind (non-monetary) contributions to the
campaign.


https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/registration?registration_id=54538
https://pdc.wa.gov/political-disclosure-reporting-data/browse-search-data/financial-affairs-statements?person_id=5734
https://pdc.wa.gov/political-disclosure-reporting-data/browse-search-data/candidates/surplus-funds?person_id=5734
https://data.wa.gov/campaign_finance/?electionYear=2023&candidates=DENHW%20%20218

Contributions made to candidate for 2023

Self
$18,203.59

Individual
$4,299.18

Other
$1,295.23

Business
$103.85

Made by candidate for 2023
Expenditures

See how the campaign has spent money, and what kind of goods and services it
received as in-kind contributions.

Expenditures made by candidate for 2023

Inkind contribution
$18,307.44

Management and consulting services
$3,043.66

Other advertising
$1,650.00

Bank and payment processing...
$742.55

Miscellaneous
$747.79




Candidates Filed for this Position

Show | 10 v entries Search:

X declared candidates (eligible for election)

Candidate $ Contributions « Expenditures $

Alan Nolan 3k $26,949.66 $25,992.74

DENHOLM WILLIAM (Denny Denholm) 3k $23,901.85 $24,491.44
Showing 1 to 2 of 2 entries Previous 1 Next

Spending for and against this candidate
Independent Expenditures

Independent expenditures are made by third parties that are not part of a
candidate’s campaign.

No independent expenditures reported.


https://pdc.wa.gov/political-disclosure-reporting-data/browse-search-data/candidates/1282285
https://pdc.wa.gov/political-disclosure-reporting-data/browse-search-data/candidates/712463

Incurred by candidate

Debts

This information shows the debt for the campaign as of the submission date of the
related report.

Outstanding debt for campaign is $0.00

Campaign Finance Reports

See the reports filed by the candidate. Reports with a strikethrough were amended
by another report.
Show | 25 « entries

Download 49 rows as CSV.

Period v Report Number $ Filed $ Report * Form s Election 4
Type Year
1043412623~ 110487648 Amended View
11/07/2023 C4 2023
1143612023 by: 110188760 Report
10/31/2023 - View C4 -
110188760 11/13/2023 2023
11/30/2023 Report Amended
10/26/2023 - View
110183571 10/26/2023 C3 2023
10/26/2023 Report
10/23/2023 - View
110182545 10/22/2023 C3 2023
10/23/2023 Report
10/20/2023 - View
110181991 10/20/2023 C3 2023

10/20/2023 Report



https://pdc.wa.gov/political-disclosure-reporting-data/browse-search-data/download?dsid=7qr9-q2c9&fname=candidate_reports&%24where=filer_id%3D%22DENHW++218%22+and+election_year%3D%222023%22&%24select=amended_by_report%2Camends_report%2Creport_from%2Creport_through%2Creport_number%2Creceipt_date%2Curl%2Corigin%2Cfiler_id%2Celection_year&%24order=report_from+desc%2C%3Aid&%24limit=10000000
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110187648
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110187648
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110188760
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110188760
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110183571
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110183571
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110182545
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110182545
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110181991
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110181991

Period + Report Number S Filed $ Report .I:_orm s Election
ype Year
16/4742623— 116486963 Amended View
10/17/2023 C4 2023
1063620623 by: 110181736 Report
10/4H20623— 1146484736 Amended View C4 -
10/18/2023 2023
16436120623 by: 110181802 Report Amended
164720623~ 116481362 Amended View C4 -
10/19/2023 2023
16/36/20623 by: 110181811 Report Amended
164720623~ 11648131%F Amended View C4 -
10/19/2023 2023
106/36/2023 by: 110181999 Report Amended
10/17/2023 - View C4 -
110181999 10/20/2023 2023
10/30/2023 Report Amended
10/16/2023 - View
110180897 10/17/2023 C3 2023
10/16/2023 Report
10/11/2023 - View
110179165 10/11/2023 C3 2023
10/11/2023 Report
09/29/2023 - View
110175724 09/29/2023 C3 2023
09/29/2023 Report
09/28/2023 - View
110175666 09/28/2023 C3 2023
09/28/2023 Report
09/26/2023 - View
110175467 09/26/2023 C3 2023
09/26/2023 Report
09/25/2023 - View
110174977 09/25/2023 C3 2023
09/25/2023 Report
09/19/2023 - View
110173730 09/18/2023 C3 2023
09/19/2023 Report



https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110180903
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110180903
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110181736
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110181736
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110181802
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110181802
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110181811
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110181811
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110181999
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110181999
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110180897
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110180897
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110179165
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110179165
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110175724
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110175724
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110175666
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110175666
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110175467
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110175467
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110174977
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110174977
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110173730
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110173730

Period + Report Number S Filed $ Report S Form Election o
Type Year
09/18/2023 - View
110173733 09/18/2023 C3 2023
09/18/2023 Report
09/18/2023 - View
110173959 09/18/2023 C3 2023
09/18/2023 Report
09/08/2023 - View
110172749 09/11/2023 C3 2023
09/08/2023 Report
09/03/2023 - View
110169794 09/04/2023 C3 2023
09/03/2023 Report
09/01/2023 - View
110169791 09/04/2023 C3 2023
09/01/2023 Report
09/01/2023 - View
110169792 09/04/2023 C3 2023
09/01/2023 Report
8946412623~ 446476666 Amended View
09/05/2023 ca 2023
16/46/2023 by: 110170002 Report
89464/2623— 1164766062 Amended View Ca -
09/05/2023 2023
10446120623 by: 110181800 Report Amended
Showing 1 to 25 of 49 entries Previous 2 | Next

Contact Us
Subscribe
Glossary
Request PDC

Records



https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110173733
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110173733
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110173959
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110173959
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110172749
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110172749
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110169794
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110169794
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110169791
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110169791
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110169792
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110169792
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110170000
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110170000
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110170002
https://apollo.pdc.wa.gov/public/registrations/campaign-finance-report/110170002
https://pdc.wa.gov/contact-us
https://pdc.wa.gov/subscribe
https://pdc.wa.gov/glossary
https://pdc.wa.gov/request-pdc-records
https://pdc.wa.gov/request-pdc-records

Other Election
Agencies

Privacy Notice

For Candidates

For Political Committees
For Incidental Committees
For Lobbyists

For Elected Officials

For Voters & the Public

Registration & Reporting

Political Disclosure Reporting Data
Rules & Enforcement

About the PDC

News & Events

Employment Opportunities

FILE ONLINE


https://pdc.wa.gov/other-resources
https://pdc.wa.gov/other-resources
https://pdc.wa.gov/privacy-notice
https://pdc.wa.gov/candidates
https://pdc.wa.gov/political-committees
https://pdc.wa.gov/incidental-committees
https://pdc.wa.gov/lobbyists
https://pdc.wa.gov/elected-officials
https://pdc.wa.gov/voters-public
https://pdc.wa.gov/registration-reporting
https://pdc.wa.gov/political-disclosure-reporting-data
https://pdc.wa.gov/rules-enforcement
https://pdc.wa.gov/about-pdc
https://pdc.wa.gov/news-events
https://pdc.wa.gov/employment-opportunities
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064908121158
https://twitter.com/Wa_PDC
https://pdc.wa.gov/registration-reporting/forms-reports-directory

