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Melissa Genson 
 (Tue, 11 Oct 2022 at 12:15 PM) 
 

Thurston County Sheriff John Snaza used, authorized the use of, and publicly induced the use of his 
office's public resources to assist his re-election campaign, in violation of RCW 42.52.180. 
 
Snaza began these illegal acts the night that he lost the primary in a landslide to a young deputy in his 
own office, Derek Sanders. 
 
John Snaza had repeatedly continued these illegal acts to this day. 
 
Allegation # 1) Sheriff John Snaza violated RCW 42.52.180 by forcing a female deputy, against her 
will, to make a public statement against Snaza's opponent that she did not believe was true. This 
occurred at work, during work hours. The sole purpose of Snaza's action was to assist his political 
campaign. (Deputy Dillon's signed statement is attached.) 
 
Deputy Dillon firmly believes that the motivation for Sheriff Snaza forcing her to make this statement 
was to help his own political campaign, and she did not want to take part in this illegal process. She 
reported these concerns to her supervisor, Sgt. Chatterton. (Sgt. Chatterton's signed statement is 
attached.) 
 
Even though there is zero evidence, John Snaza's supporters have publicly repeated John Snaza's 
unsubstantiated rumor that Deputy Sanders is guilty of workplace sexual harassment. 
 
Allegation # 2) Sheriff John Snaza publicly induced voters to request documents from his records 
office, for the sole purpose of assisting his campaign. This also violates RCW 42.52.180. (Screenshots 
from Snaza’s campaign facebook page are attached.) 
 
Responding to public records requests takes a significant amount of public resources. That has a very 
significant public impact. 
 
I have personally waited eight months for the Thurston County Sheriff’s Office (TCSO) to respond to 
public records requests. My requests were about actual crimes, not imaginary ones. This was long 
before this campaign. 
 
TCSO told me that my requests took that long to process because their records office was understaffed 
and overwhelmed with work. John Snaza has also said that his office is understaffed for their 
workload. 
 
Yet Sheriff John Snaza wants to divert those limited resources away from real people with real 
concerns, just because he lost his primary in a landslide to a young deputy from his own office. 
 
 
What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public? 
Thurston County Sheriff John Snaza used, authorized the use of, and publicly induced the use of his office's 
public resources to assist his re-election campaign, in violation of RCW 42.52.180. 
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Snaza began these illegal acts the night that he lost the primary in a landslide to a young deputy in his own 
office, Derek Sanders. 
 
John Snaza had repeatedly continued these illegal acts to this day. 
 
Allegation # 1) Sheriff John Snaza violated RCW 42.52.180 by forcing a female deputy, against her will, to 
make a public statement against Snaza's opponent that she did not believe was true. This occurred at work, 
during work hours. The sole purpose of Snaza's action was to assist his political campaign. (Deputy Dillon's 
signed statement is attached.) 
 
Deputy Dillon firmly believes that the motivation for Sheriff Snaza forcing her to make this statement was to 
help his own political campaign, and she did not want to take part in this illegal process. She reported these 
concerns to her supervisor, Sgt. Chatterton. (Sgt. Chatterton's signed statement is attached.) 
 
Even though there is zero evidence, John Snaza's supporters have publicly repeated John Snaza's unsubstantiated 
rumor that Deputy Sanders is guilty of workplace sexual harassment. 
 
The public impact of the above violation can't be overstated - for both women and men – who suffer this kind of 
force, harassment, and defamation by a boss. Since John Snaza has no supervisor, he is free to use his office’s 
public resources to destroy the careers and reputations of anyone he considers a threat. 
 
It is unconscionable that a male boss would still think he has the right to harass his female employees, and to 
force them to do things for him against their will. This is the 21st century. It’s worse that he did it on the 
taxpayers’ dime, during work hours. 
 
It is downright sickening for a politician to use public resources to advance a negative cultural stereotype against 
his opponent. Derek Sanders is still in his 20s, and he is bi-racial. Sheriff Snaza tried to force a female employee 
to accuse Derek Sanders of workplace sexual harassment, to hurt Sanders’ campaign. She risked her career and 
reputation, by bravely refusing. 
 
Allegation # 2) Sheriff John Snaza publicly induced voters to request documents from his records office, for the 
sole purpose of assisting his campaign.  This also violates RCW 42.52.180.  (Screenshots from Snaza’s 
campaign facebook page are attached.) 
 
Responding to public records requests takes a significant amount of public resources. That has a very significant 
public impact. 
 
I have personally waited eight months for the Thurston County Sheriff’s Office (TCSO) to respond to public 
records requests. My requests were about actual crimes, not imaginary ones. This was long before this 
campaign. 
 
TCSO told me that my requests took that long to process because their records office was understaffed and 
overwhelmed with work. John Snaza has also said that his office is understaffed for their workload. 
 
Yet Sheriff John Snaza wants to divert those limited resources away from real people with real concerns, just 
because he lost his primary in a landslide to a young deputy from his own office. 
 
I have a friend who worked in the public records office of the Washington Department of Corrections. She told 
me the heartbreaking part of her job was that most requests were people trying to find lost loved ones. They had 
gotten to the point where their greatest hope and prayer was that their loved one was in prison somewhere, 
because they had looked everywhere else – including morgues. 
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If their loved one wasn’t in prison, then his or her body was probably out there somewhere, and they would 
probably never find it, and they would probably never know what happened. 
 
The criminal justice system is a grown-up business, involving real people with real problems. The Sheriff’s 
Office is a crucial part of that system. 
 
Yet Sheriff John Snaza wants to shove those people’s needs aside, so he can use his office’s limited public 
resources to stalk and defame his political opponent. 
 
That is another reason why these allegations have serious public impacts. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
-- Melissa Genson, CPA/CIA 
 

List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be found 
1) Deputy Dillon's signed statement 
2) Sgt. Chatterton's signed statement 
3) Screenshot 1 of John Snaza's campaign facebook page 
4) Screenshot 2 of John Snaza's campaign facebook page 
List of potential witnesses 
 
 
Certification (Complainant) 
I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that 
information provided with this complaint is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

 










