
Respondent Names 

Mercer Island School District 

Complainant Name 

Robert Tykulsker 

Complaint Description 

Robert Tykulsker reported via the portal (Wed, 12 Jan 2022 at 1:37 PM) 

   
Mercer Island School District produced and distributed (via US mail) a flyer that attempts to 

improperly and illegally influence the upcoming February 8, 2022 "Replacement Levy" 

election. 

 

Per RCW 28A.320.090 -- "nothing contained herein shall be construed to authorize 

preparation and distribution of information to the general public for the purpose of 

influencing the outcome of a school district election." 

 

Very clearly, the flyer not only attempts to provide "FACTS", but the facts are slanted to 

encourage the voters to support the levy replacements. This is the problem! 

 

The district does periodically distribute information that is consistent with RCW 

28A.320.090. In fact I received the appropriate "Annual  Report" at the same time that I 

received the "Fact" mailer. 

 

If the election were not coming up, the MISD would NOT be distributing these "FACTS" as 

a separate mailer and hence they are attempting to influence the election. 

  

I would not object to an identical "FACTS" mailer issued by a third-party, such as a PTA. 

However, as I hope I have demonstrated, it is improper and illegal for the MISD to have sent 

out this mailer. 

 

 

Robert Tykulsker replied (Tue, 18 Jan 2022 at 1:08 PM)   
To: "PDC Support" pdc@pdc.wa.gov  

External Email 

Hello Tabatha, 

 

Thank you for your response and for directing me to RCW 42.17A. I think my complaint still 

has merit under .555, as described below. 

 

Here is my complete contact information: 

 

Robert Tykulsker 

7264 W Mercer Way, Mercer Island, WA  98040 

https://wapdc.freshdesk.com/a/contacts/13058069396
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.320.090
https://wapdc.freshdesk.com/a/contacts/13058069396
mailto:pdc@pdc.wa.gov
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I would like to amend my complaint to refer to RCW 42.17A.555: 

 

No elective official nor any employee of his or her office nor any person appointed to or 

employed by any public office or agency may use or authorize the use of any of the facilities 

of a public office or agency, directly or indirectly, for the purpose of assisting a campaign for 

election of any person to any office or for the promotion of or opposition to any ballot 

proposition. Facilities of a public office or agency include, but are not limited to, use of 

stationery, postage, machines, and equipment, use of employees of the office or agency 

during working hours, vehicles, office space, publications of the office or agency, and 

clientele lists of persons served by the office or agency. 

 

The pamphlet that I received and referenced in my original complaint was produced and 

distributed by the Mercer Island School District (MISD). That is not disputable. While 

labeled "FACTS", that pamphlet is clearly a typical electioneering campaign piece, typical of 

the many pieces that we all legitimately receive in our mail boxes every election season. For 

example, I received a legitimate campaign piece from the group "Committee to Support 

Mercer Island Public Schools (CMIPS)" just a few days ago. This new piece is is fine -- it 

was bought and paid for by a private party. 

 

However, the "Facts" pamphlet that I am complaining about is different, because it was 

produced and distributed by the MISD for the purpose of directly or indirectly assisting in the 

campaign and for influencing the election makes it improper, illegitimate and illegal per 

RCW 42.17A.555. 

 

I'm a resident of Mercer Island and an employee of the MISD. I personally support renewing 

the levies. However, I do not support using MISD resources to try to "buy" this election. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Robert Tykulsker 

7264 W Mercer Way, Mercer Island, WA  98040 

 

 

Robert Tykulsker replied (Tue, 18 Jan 2022 at 11:34 PM)   
To: "PDC Support" pdc@pdc.wa.gov  

External Email 

Hello Tabatha, 

 

Here's the so-called "Facts" electioneering pamphlet, produced and distributed by the Mercer 

Island School District (MISD). Note the explicit "call to vote" directly on the front and rear. 

Also note that it is clearly produced and distributed by the MISD.  Do let me know if this is 

not legible and I'll try to re-scan for you. 

Thank you. 

 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.17A.555
https://wapdc.freshdesk.com/a/contacts/13058069396
mailto:pdc@pdc.wa.gov
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Cheers, 

 

Bob 

  

MISD-Facts-2022.pdf 

3.01 MB 

What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public? 

Uses taxpayer-funded district dollars to unduly influence the public in an upcoming election. 

List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be found 

 

List of potential witnesses with contact information to reach them 

 

 

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that 

information provided with this complaint is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 

belief. 
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