
Respondent Names 

509 Forward 

Complainant Name 

Benjamin K Willard 

Complaint Description 

Benjamin K Willard reported via the portal (Tue, 26 Oct 2021 at 4:21 PM) 

   
In the attached electioneering political advertisement, the Top 5 contributors fail to list Lisa 

Brown for Congress.  

 

According to the 509 Forward’s PDC cash receipts C3 form, Lisa Brown for Congress made a 

contribution to the committee on 10/8/2021 in the amount of $9,500. 

 

On 509 Forward’s independent expenditure ads C6 form, it lists an expense for a mailer 

supporting Naghmana Sherazi for Spokane City Council an Opposing Jonathan Bingle for 

Spokane City Council dated 10/14/2021.  

 

In addition to failing to disclose Lisa Brown for Congress in the Top 5 contributors 

disclaimer, as a PAC entity, the sponsors should have also disclosed the Top 3 donors to Lisa 

Brown for Congress.  

 

According to the PDC website’s Political Advertising Guide:  

 

A political committee must include its Top 5 contributors' names when sponsoring an ad 

about a ballot measure with a cost of at least $1,000 in the aggregate, or when making an 

independent expenditure for or against a candidate. If the Top 5 includes any political 

committees, the sponsor must also list the Top 3 donors to the political committees.* The Top 

3 donors to PAC contributors must be three individuals or entities other than political 

committees.  

 

The sponsor determines the Top 5 and Top 3 lists by considering the largest contributors who 

gave at least $1,000* during the 12 months before the ad appears. In the case of a tie among 

the top contributors, meaning multiple contributors have given the same amount, the political 

committee sponsor may choose which will be named. *Effective July 28, 2019 
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What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public? 

Without disclosure and transparency, Spokane voters have little idea who is trying to 

influence their vote, making it difficult to make an informed choice for City Council. This 

specific situation has the appearance of dark money coming into Spokane politics. In this 

case, it appears perpetrated by political operatives – including an appointed state official who 

should have a clear understanding of the laws and know better than to take part in these 

actions. To say nothing of the fact that her husband, top advisor to the very Council President 

that endorsed Naghmana Sherazi, would benefit from the outcome of this election. 

If true, that would be a significant breach of the public trust. 

List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be found 

Form C6 – 509 Forward – accessed 10/15/2021 

Form C3 – 509 Forward – accessed 10/11/2021 

FEC Statement of Candidacy Form – Lisa Brown for Congress – Filed 05/23/2019 
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509 Forward Contributors List (screenshot, PDC.WA.GOV) 

Attached Mailer 

List of potential witnesses with contact information to reach them 

Josie Olsen 

Blue Wave Politics 

401 2nd Ave S Ste 303 

Seattle, WA 98104 

206-682-7328 

 

Lisa J. Brown 

Director of Washington State Department of Commerce 

lisabrown.wa@gmail.com  

 

Lisa Brown for Congress Treasurer 

Jay Peterson 

Partner/Compliance 

Blue Wave Political Partners 

401 2nd Ave S Ste 303 

Seattle, WA 98104 

jay@bluewavepolitics.com  

 

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that 

information provided with this complaint is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 

belief. 

 

mailto:lisabrown.wa@gmail.com
mailto:jay@bluewavepolitics.com
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