
 

 

State of Washington 

PUBLIC DISCLOSURE COMMISSION 

711 Capitol Way Rm. 206, PO Box 40908 • Olympia, Washington 98504-0908  

(360) 753-1111 • FAX (360) 753-1112 

Toll Free 1-877-601-2828 • E-mail: pdc@pdc.wa.gov • Website: www.pdc.wa.gov 

 

September 2, 2021  

Delivered electronically to glen@wethegoverned.com  

Subject: Complaint regarding Jay Inslee F-1 reporting, PDC Case 97648  

Dear Glen Morgan,  

The Public Disclosure Commission (PDC) has reviewed the complaint you filed on August 24, 

2021 against Governor Jay Inslee. The complaint alleged that Governor Inslee may have violated 

RCW 42.17A.710 by failing to disclose "his position as an officer on as many as 56 different 

corporations, foreign held corporations, limited liability for-profit corporations, and non-profit 

organizations" on Personal Financial Affairs Statements (F-1 reports). 

 

PDC staff reviewed the allegations listed in the complaint to determine whether the record 

warrants a further review or investigation of this matter.  Based on staff’s review, we found the 

following:  

 

• PDC staff reached out and contacted Scott Douglas, Director of the Corporations and 

Charities Division at the Washington State Secretary of State’s Office (SOS) concerning this 

matter.  

 

• Mr. Douglas stated that “this is an ongoing issue with a very small percentage of our filing 

customers” and referred to RCW 23.95, which governs entity filings with his office.  He 

stated that several entities, including limited liability corporations (LLC), use the term 

““governor” as a broad general term for any individual having control or direction over an 

entity. 

 

• Specifically, RCW 23.95.105(12) states that “"Governor" means: (a) A director of a business 

corporation; (b) A director of a nonprofit corporation; (c) A partner of a limited liability 

partnership; (d) A general partner of a limited partnership; (e) A manager of a manager-

managed limited liability company; (f) A member of a member-managed limited liability 

company; (g) A director of a general cooperative association; (h) A director of a limited 

cooperative association; or (i) Any other person under whose authority the powers of an 

entity are exercised and under whose direction the activities and affairs of the entity are 

managed pursuant to the organic law and organic rules of the entity.” 

 

• Mr. Douglas stated that the SOS filing forms submitted by entities, like some of the LLC’s 

identified in your complaint, “mirror the language of the statutes, and we ask for the 

governors of the entity.”  He stated that SOS staff have found that, in some instances, “the 

person filling out the form lists “Jay Inslee” (and more rarely, other former Washington 

governors!).” 
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• Mr. Douglas indicated that when SOS staff become aware of these type of filing errors, either 

as part of an SOS “in-house review or in quality assurance reviews, we reject the document 

and send a letter clarifying the definition of “governor” and ask for corrected information.”  

He noted that many of the filings received by the SOS are completed on-line by the filer on 

behalf of the entity, and “fulfilled automatically, so some of these still slip through.” 

 

• Mr. Douglas stated that this appears to have been the case with the 56 entities identified as 

part of your complaint, and that the listing of Jay Inslee as “governor” on the forms was an 

inadvertent mistake on the part of the filers.    

 

• Mr. Douglas stated that the SOS Corporations Division has more than 600,000 active entities 

registered with their office and noted that the scope of this issue represents a small fraction of 

LLC filers who have made this type of filing error. He added that SOS staff “will be reaching 

out to each of these 56 entities with our standard letter clarifying the definition of “governor” 

and requesting the entities to file amended reports or forms “with the names of the actual 

entity governors.” 

 

Based on this information, the PDC has determined that the evidence provided by you does not 

warrant further review into this matter or the conducting of a formal investigation.  If you have 

other relevant financial information concerning Governor Inslee’s involvement in any of these 56 

LLC or similar entities, other than the SOS documentation, feel free to submit a new complaint 

with evidence supporting your allegations.    

 

PDC staff is dismissing this matter in accordance with RCW 42.17A.755(1).   

 

If you have questions, please contact PDC Compliance Officer Kurt Young at pdc@pdc.wa.gov  

 

Sincerely,                                              

   

/s________________________________        

Tabatha Blacksmith         

PDC Compliance Coordinator                               
 

 

cc: Jay Inslee 
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