
August 18, 2021 
 
To: Alice Fiman 
 Compliance Officer  

Public Disclosure Commission 
 
Re: PDC Case Number 97066 
  
Respondent, Friends For Newcastle (“FFN”), is an unincorporated public interest group of Newcastle residents, 

organized by co-founders Ariana Sherlock and Patti Magers in 2019. Both are Newcastle residents. The co-

founders stated purpose for the group is to be a pro-Newcastle voice supporting the City, its good government, 

and city staff. 

Relevant History of FFN and Rebuttal of Allegations 

Following its inception, FFN provided occasional messaging through social media and a website, 

friendsfornewcastle.org, to promote good will and events of special interest in the community. FFN co-founder 

Ariana Sherlock filed for election to City Council in 2019, and, as correctly stated by complainant Paul Graves, 

Ms. Sherlock was elected and seated as a Councilmember in January 2020. 

In June 2020 the Newcastle City Council passed an ordinance to enact a utility tax to become effective January 

2021. The utility tax ordinance was challenged by a Councilmember who voted against the tax. That 

Councilmember, Dave Mitchell, filed a petition for referendum and started a very public signature gathering 

campaign, which became a catalyst for copious volumes of negative social media posts about city management 

and the “city council majority”. In response, FFN decided to form a local issue political committee to support the 

City of Newcastle Referendum 2 ballot measure on the general election 2020 ballot. FFN filed a C1 report with 

the PDC on August 8, 2020. FFN received and fully reported contributions, reported its expenditures and ceased 

functioning as a political committee following defeat of the local ballot measure in November 2020. 

Since November 2020, FFN returned to its roots and has functioned as a public interest group providing 

occasional email messages and social media posts considered to be of general interest to FFN’s followers. 

1. Friends For Newcastle is not required to register as a political action committee. 

FFN has not solicited, nor has it accepted, donations for any political purpose during 2021. FFN did not endorse, 

nor advertise in support of any individual candidate in the August 2021 Primary Election. 

Indeed, FFN has engaged in public Get-Out-the-Vote messaging. This occurred a few days before the August 

2021 Primary, and it was cited by Complainant as “a knowing [sic] violation of campaign disclosure laws”. FFN 

observed the very low ballot return counts to King County Elections in the waning days of the August Primary. 

The subject message posted by FFN clearly identifies two Newcastle candidates running for the same council 

position in Newcastle. The complete message (attached as Exhibit 1) specifically states “BE A VOTER” in the 

penultimate paragraph. FFN’s get-out-the-vote intent is further demonstrated by the fact that the message does 

not suggest or recommend that the public should vote for any specific candidate. Rather, the message merely 

requests that voters do their own research, and then vote for their candidate of choice. 

FFN believes it is in full compliance with PDC regulations for political action committees. 

  



2. Friends For Newcastle has not engaged in electioneering. 

Complainant states that FFN chose not to disclose who paid for Facebook advertisements. Complainant attached 

an exhibit that clearly shows that this was a “Sponsored” Facebook post and that it was “Paid for by Friends For 

Newcastle”. FFN didn’t hide anything from the reader. Inasmuch as FFN is not a political action committee, and 

has no donors, the expense to boost (a Facebook term to enhance viewership) the subject message was paid by 

the poster, Ariana Sherlock, from her personal funds. Total payment for local boosting of the subject message 

was $15. 

FFN believes it did not engage in electioneering by privately paying $15 to engage more viewers with their Get-

Out-the-Vote Facebook post. Following is Facebook Activity Report showing the purpose, amount paid, and run 

dates of the boosted post: 

 

 

Action Requested 

FFN requests that the original complaint be dismissed. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ryan Sherlock 
for 
Friends For Newcastle 
  



EXHIBIT 1 
Following is the complete Facebook message that was posted by FFN on July 30, 2021:

 


