
Respondent Name 

Friends of Newcastle 

Complainant Name 

Paul Graves 

Complaint Description 
Paul Graves 
 (Tue, 3 Aug 2021 at 1:57 PM) 
 
Attached are screenshots of paid advertisements supporting city council candidates, along with 
the limited information that Facebook provides about those advertisements. 
 
What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public? 
Friends For Newcastle was started by a group including a Newcastle city council member. It 
registered with the PDC in 2020 as a local initiative campaign to support a utility tax on the 
ballot in Newcastle. That year, it reported its contributions and expenditures. 
https://www.pdc.wa.gov/browse/campaign-explorer/committee?filer_id=FRIEN--
056&election_year=2020.  
 
It has continued in 2021 to engage in electioneering, and has paid for Facebook 
advertisements supporting Newcastle city council candidates. However, this year, it has 
chosen not to register with the PDC, nor to report contributions and expenditures, nor to 
disclose on paid advertisements the funders of those ads. Attached to this complaint are 
screenshots of paid Facebook ads placed just before the August 3 primary election supporting 
two candidates for the Newcastle city council. 
 
City council races are local, and often supporters of candidates don't know disclosure rules 
and so inadvertently run afoul of them. Friends For Newcastle, however, registered and 
reported last year, but chose not to this year. It is hard to see that choice as anything other 
than a knowing violation of campaign disclosure laws. 
 
That choice is especially egregious because the paid advertisements were placed just days 
before the primary election. It it too late now for Newcastle voters to know who paid money 
in an attempt to sway their votes. Last-minute undisclosed advertisements are exactly the kind 
of activities our campaign finance laws are designed to prevent. 
 
Although it is too late to give Newcastle voters the information the law requires, the PDC 
should issue a fine for a knowing violation in an amount that will deter this kind of behavior 
in the upcoming general election. 
List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be found 
Attached are screenshots of paid advertisements supporting city council candidates, along 
with the limited information that Facebook provides about those advertisements. 
List of potential witnesses with contact information to reach them 
 Paul Graves 
Certification (Complainant) 
I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that 
information provided with this complaint is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. 






