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September 10, 2021 

 

Sent electronically to Windy Welch at windy.welch@live.com  

 

Subject: Complaint regarding Steve Zetz, PDC Case 96326   

 

Dear Ms. Welch:       

 

The Public Disclosure Commission (PDC) has completed its review of the complaint you filed on July 16, 

2021. Your complaint alleged that Steve Zetz, an individual action on his own behalf, may have violated RCW 

42.17A.255 for failure to timely report independent expenditure(s) in the 2021 election year.              

 

PDC staff reviewed the applicable statute(s), rule(s), and the reporting requirement(s) pertinent to Independent 

Expenditure(s) made by an individual.              

     

Based on staff review, we found the following:    

 

• On June 28, 2021, and June 29, 2021, Steve Zetz, independently purchased signs/stakes and did a mailer 

totaling approximately $722.68 using his credit card and personal resources.  

 

• RCW 42.17A.255 requires that a person who makes an independent expenditure in support of or in 

opposition to any ballot proposition files a report with the commission within five days after the date of 

making an independent expenditure(s).  

 

• On July 28, 2021, Mr. Zetz filed a C-6 report disclosing a $502.68 expenditure for “Printed Signs X10,” 

made on June 28, 2021. This report was due no later than July 3, 2021, and was filed 24 days late, and 

five days before the August 3, 2021, primary election.   

 

• On September 2, 2021, Mr. Zetz filed an amended C-6 report depicting $437.68 expenditure for “Printed 

Signs x100” on June 28, 2021, and an additional $220 in expenditure(s) for “Stamps and Paper and Ink” 

made on June 29, 2021. However, he listed “09/01/21” as the date when the mailer was first 

presented/mailed to the public, which is not accurate.  

 

• On September 7, 2021, Mr. Zetz tried to amend the amended report that he filed with the PDC on 

September 2, 2021, but he encountered technical difficulties and he was not able to amend the report to 

correct the date it was first presented/mailed to the public. In his email to the PDC to let staff know that  
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he was unable to amend the September 2, 2021, report due to technical difficulties with the PDC 

website, he noted that “The ink paper and stamp were for mailers I sent out around July 1st, 2021.”    

 

While our review found that Steve Zetz failed to timely file an Independent Expenditure (C-6) report, he was a 

first-time filer who was not familiar with the PDC reporting requirements. Mr. Zetz was also prompt in taking 

corrective action as soon as this complaint was brought to his attention.       

 

However, PDC staff will remind Steve Zetz about the importance of filing an Independent Expenditure (C-6) 

report with the Commission for expenditures made in support of a ballot proposition within five days of making the 

independent expenditure. Mr. Zetz will be informed that the PDC staff expects that he will file all statutory reports in 

a timely manner should he make expenditures in support or opposition of a ballot proposition in the future.          
 

Based on this information, the PDC finds that no further action is warranted and has dismissed this matter in 

accordance with RCW 42.17A.755(1).   

 

If you have questions, you may contact Erick Agina, Compliance Officer at (360) 586-2869, toll-free at 1-877-

601-2828, or by e-mail at pdc@pdc.wa.gov.  

  

Sincerely,              Endorsed by: 

 

 

/s __________________________               /s_______________________________ 

Erick Agina, Compliance Officer           Kim Bradford, Deputy Director for 

          Peter Lavallee, Executive Director     

 

 

cc: Steve Zetz  
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