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To whom it may Concern, 
  
It has come to my attention that a politically oriented group of Newcastle WA residents named 
Newcastle Watchdog (NWD) or Newcastle Watchdogs (NWD) appears to have been in violation 
of Washington State’s campaign finance laws (RCW 42.17A) since mid-2019 with the following 
violations of RCW 42.17A.205, RCW 42.17A.225, and RCW 42.17A.235:  
  

Failure to register a Political Committee with the PDC in 2019   
 
 

The NWD group, whose founder and chairperson Nola Coston, chose to flout and ignore the law 
with the failure to file a statement of organization with the commission within two weeks after the 
date the NWD first had the expectation of receiving contributions or making expenditures in any 
election campaign. NWD violations commenced when NWD either used contributions and/or 
expenditures to directly support 2019 Newcastle City Council Candidate Tom Griffin. 
 
 

In preparation to support Candidate Tom Griffin, NWD appears to have procured the services of 
the Glen Morgan political committee We The Governed (WTG) to professionally produce video 
content (exhibit C) for NWD specific use to support Candidate Tom Griffin. Evidence of this direct 
support for Candidate Tom Griffin took form in two known instances; 

  NWD provided the WTG video YouTube URL link exclusively to the Tom Griffin Campaign 
when printed on the October 2019 Friends of Tom Griffin campaign mailer (Exhibit A).  

 NWD provided Candidate Tom Griffin with printed material to be packaged with Tom Griffin 
Campaign material for distribution. The printed NWD flier (exhibit B‐1) with the WTG video 
YouTube URL link was bound with a rubber band to the Tom Griffin Campaign flier (exhibit B‐2). 
When combined, both fliers became Tom Griffin Campaign material. Tom Griffin personally hand 
delivered the NWD flier bound with the Tom Griffin Campaign flier as a single package to 
businesses, individuals, and thousands of homes in Newcastle. 
 

  
2. Failure to report contributions and/or expenses with the PDC in 2019  
  
NWD failed to disclose contributions and/or expenditures associated with their support to 
Candidate Tom Griffin, and associated with additional NWD campaign material. At a minimum, 
NWD contributions and/or expenditures consisted of the following: 
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 NWD compensation to WTG who professionally produced the video for specific use by 
NWD. If the WTG video was procured at no cost to NWD, then NWD was obligated to 
report the video as an in-kind contribution at its fair market value, which could range 
from $1,500 to $15,000 per minute, or $16,500 to $165,000 for an eleven minute 
professionally produced video. The professional grade video was clearly produced at a 
cost to WTG, and the video was clearly procured by NWD with the intent to specifically 
support Candidate Tom Griffin. Exhibits A & B clearly demonstrate a specific intent to 
support a Candidate. 

 Exhibit B-1 NWD paper flier is an unreported NWD publishing expense intended to 
support Candidate Tom Griffin. 

 NWD engaged WTG to professionally produce a digital publication (Exhibit D). While this 
digital publication was not directly used to support Candidate Tom Griffin, it is NWD 
committee material. NWD failed to disclose compensation or in-kind contribution details 
associated with procuring the digital publication.  

Failure to register a Continuing Political Committee with the PDC in 2020 

 

NWD continued to flout and ignore the law by electing to hide spending and ignore Continuing 
Political Committee requirements of filing a statement of organization with the commission 
within two weeks after the date the NWD first has the expectation of receiving contributions or 
making expenditures in any ballot proposition. 
 
 

NWD violations resumed in 2020 when NWD continued acting as a Continuing Political 
Committee with the following actions; 

  Initiated a campaign to collect petition signatures to place Newcastle Referendum No. 2 
on the 2020 General Election ballot.  

 Solicited in-kind contributions from Newcastle residents for printing costs and USPS 
postage to mail a signed referendum petition. 

 Made multiple expenditures in support of a referendum proposition and ballot 
proposition. 

 Continued exclusive use of the 2019 WTG video, providing additional value to NWD as a 
continuing political committee through their use in 2020 to answer questions for the 
NWD, to promote the NWD group, and to promote referendum lobbying efforts (Exhibit 
I) 
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4. Failure to report contributions and/or expenses with the PDC in 2020 
 

 
 

NWD failed to disclose contributions and/or expenditures associated with their support of a 
referendum proposition and ballot proposition. At a minimum, NWD contributions and/or 
expenditures consisted of the following: 
 
 

 Expenses associated with publishing a referendum petition flier requesting signatures 
(Exhibit G). 

 Expenses associated with the newcastlewatchdogs.com domain name registration and 
URL address (Exhibit G). 

 Expenses associated with website hosing (Exhibit E & F). 

 Expenses associated with referendum campaign buttons (Exhibit H). 
 

Please note there are two NWD mailing addresses identified in the attached exhibits, and three 
email addresses used by Nola Coston. 
What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public? 
To quote the very first statement in the Declaration of Policy for the Campaign Disclosure 
and Contribution public policy;  “That political campaign and lobbying contributions and 
expenditures be fully disclosed to the public and that secrecy is to be avoided.” 
 
Newcastle residents have a right to know when fellow residents and neighbors purporting to 
be government watchdogs are secretly avoiding the same law they expect others to follow.  
Newcastle residents have the right to know what funds are being used (in-kind or otherwise) 
to support a Candidate for Newcastle City Council and a City of Newcastle referendum and 
ballot proposition. It is particularly problematic when these Newcastle residents who know 
the law are so willing to overtly and maliciously break that same law in a secretive and covert 
manner to avoid transparency while demanding transparency from the City and politically 
active Newcastle residents. 
List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be found 
Exhibit A: Tom Griffin Campaign mailer printed with a YouTube URL link to the WTG 
video, a link exclusively provided by NWD. This mailer demonstrates NDW’s specific 
support to Candidate Tom Griffin. 
 
Exhibit B: B-1 printed flier published by NWD to specifically support Candidate Tom 
Griffin, and B-2 printed flier published by Tom Griffin Campaign. Both fliers were bound 
together with a rubber band, and when combined, both fliers became Tom Griffin Campaign 
material. Tom Griffin personally hand delivered both fliers to the majority of Newcastle 
homes and business. The NDW flier contained within the Tom Griffin Campaign packet 
includes a printed YouTube URL link to the WTG video procured by NWD.  
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Exhibit C: “City of Newcastle – an unsustainable financial path” information about the WTG 
professionally produced video, a video procured exclusively by the NWD to directly support 
Candidate Tom Griffin. 
 
Exhibit D: “Is the City of Newcastle on an Unsustainable Financial Path?” WTG 
professionally prepared digital publication procured by the NWD for their own campaign 
purposes. 
 
Exhibit E: June 2020 “Newcastle Utility Tax - Let the People Vote” Email from NWD Nola 
soliciting Newcastle residents to make in-kind printing and USPS postage donations by 
printing and mailing a referendum petition. The email includes potential evidence of website 
hosting expenses. 
 
Exhibit F: June 2020 “Your Help is Really Needed!” Email from NWD Nola Coston 
soliciting Newcastle residents to make in-kind printing and USPS postage donations by 
printing and mailing a referendum petition. The email includes potential evidence of website 
hosting expenses. 
 
Exhibit G: June 2020 “Newcastle City Residents Are Fired Up!” flier from NWD Nola 
Coston soliciting Newcastle residents to make in-kind printing and USPS postage donations 
by printing and mailing a referendum petition. Printed flier was published by NWD and 
distributed to Newcastle residents and businesses. The flier also contains evidence of domain 
name registration and URL address expenses. 
 
Exhibit H: September 2020 Facebook post offering campaign pins to the public, evidence of 
expenses associated with manufacturing campaign pins. 
 
Exhibit I: January 2020 emails from NWD Nola Coston demonstrating NWD support of a 
proposed referendum proposition prior to circulation of signatures and continued exclusive 
use of the 2019 WTG video demonstrating value to NWD. 
 
Please note there are two NWD mailing addresses identified in the attached exhibits, and 
three email addresses used by Nola Coston. 
List of potential witnesses with contact information to reach them 
Tom and Patti Magers - email holeinuno@outlook.com 
Allen Dauterman - email allendauterman@gmail.com 
Certification (Complainant) 
I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that 
information provided with this complaint is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. 
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Newcastle Citizens are concerned about the City of Newcastle’s tax increase
proposals and unsustainable spending

TO RECEIVE THE LATEST NEWS FROM WE THE GOVERNED DELIVERED STRAIGHT TO YOUR
INBOX –SUBSCRIBE HERE

Support We the Governed – MAKE A DONATION HERE

The City of Newcastle's City Hall
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City of Newcastle, Washington State

We recently published a video where I interviewed some local residents of the City of
Newcastle.  One was Bill Erxleben, a former Newcastle City Councilman and 15-year
resident Nola Coston, who had been involved in founding an informal group of locals
called “Newcastle Watchdog” as a way to track and report on their concerns about
the City of Newcastle’s unsustainable financial decisions.

The City of Newcastle began as a coal mining community in the 1860s and some historical monuments
commemorating this history can be found in Newcastle today.
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My Dad and I and our rural home
(which we lived in while he was
still building it), circa 1975

I have a strong attachment to the City of Newcastle.  This is where I was born and raised
(long before it was a city).  My father finally sold his 20acre farm and the house he built in
the 1970s about 20 years ago.  Our old family homestead is now a housing development,
with only part of a fence and some trees we planted decades ago still standing as largely
overlooked evidence of what once existed.  My father was heavily involved in founding the
City of Newcastle in 1994.  He served on the City Council in the 1990s.  He repeatedly
warned about the inevitable conflict between the bureaucracy and it’s natural tendency to
expand and those who are must be strong enough to resist the bureaucratic bloat.  In
Newcastle today, the bloat of bureaucracy is ascendant, and (as always) they want to
raise taxes to cover their unsustainable expansion.  The current city council appears to only
have a few elected councilmembers willing to question or confront bureaucratic bloat, so
new taxes are on the agenda.
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After the Newcastle Golf Course, Lake Boren Park is probably the next well known local attraction to locals and
visitors

No longer rural, Newcastle is dominated by Coal
Creek Parkway

Two issues seem to have inspired recent attention by locals in the City of Newcastle.  The
first was the proposed Utility Tax – which hits everyone who lives in Newcastle – home
owner or apartment dweller alike.  The second is the $1.5 million deficit projected for
next year.  During a time of high growth and prosperity, neither topic is indicative of a
healthy or sustainable financial path – regardless of how the bureaucrats try to spin it.
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The Newcastle Golf Course is probably the best known feature of Newcastle. Located on the site of an old
landfill, perched high on a hill with views of Seattle and Bellevue, this venue attracts more visitors to Newcastle
than any other local business

Newcastle City Manager Rob
Wyman

However, these recent developments are really a continuation of the problems which
local citizens like Nola and Bill have been uncovering and exposing for years
including the unsustainable growth of the administration and bureaucracy in this small city. 
It includes the questionable $7.5 million purchase (without an appraisal) of the
current City Hall.  This includes the money squandered on endless plans, consultants and
odd-ball efforts like $50,000 to pick a color for the signs in the City of Newcastle.  While the
bureaucrats may blunder through failures and avoidable mistakes, they are never
held accountable, and a majority of the council has tended to rubber stamp everything
the City Manager proposes (see contract for city manager here). 
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No one decision is a disaster.  Some mistakes are probably inevitable, but the
accumulation of waste, incompetence, poor planning, and a complete failure to
manage costs ensures that the city’s future will be dominated by higher taxes and low
services. 

One reason the City of Newcastle will always have lower services than either neighbors
Renton, Bellevue, or Issaquah is the fact that there is little commercial or retail businesses
located in the city, and due to land constraints, there will be very few added in the future. 
Additionally, the expansion of high rise apartment complexes bring some initial one-time
development dollars to the city,  but due to the increased need for police and fire services
(ladder trucks in particular), the costs to run the city are only escalating.  With no effective
effort to control the expansion of employees or their escalating pay/retirement plans, the
city’s taxpayers will be footing the bill. 

From Newcastle, you can see the City of Seattle in the distance, but most locals prefer keeping Seattle distant
and not imitating any Seattle tax or spending policies
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A city like Newcastle has only one viable sustainable option – keep taxes low by
restraining the bloat of bureaucracy.  Don’t hire more central planners, stop hiring
consultants for every whim and fancy the City Manager cooks up, and reduce the paid staff
to the bare minimum.  Find ways to run the city as leanly as possible and spend some
time focused on how to reduce the costs of mandated services – fire and police for
example.  The City contracts most services – fire and police with the City of Bellevue,
district court with the City of Mercer Island, etc.  There is no need for a large paid staff, yet
the bureaucracy from the City Manager to the feeding frenzy of consultants are always
pushing for more hires, more plans, and more escalating costs.  Long after these employees
have moved on to their next government job (very few live in the City of Newcastle), the
local residents will be stuck paying the escalating bills and trying to manage the debt. 

Deficits are coming, and it starts like this – losing $1.5 next year, and it only gets worse in the future

The residents of Newcastle are fortunate to have concerned and engaged citizens like Nola
and Bill and others who are willing to dig, attend meetings, and expose the truth.  Local
media is mostly non-existent, and what little attention regional media might pay to
Newcastle will likely be co-opted by the paid public affairs employees the City Manager uses
to promote his plans.  The citizens who don’t profit from government grants or paid
government employment must band together to be the watchdogs of their local
government.  Nobody else will do this for them – unfortunately, that includes a majority of
the local elected officials.  Over time, they can elect more assertive councilmembers, but
even when they do, the local taxpayers have to stay engaged and vigilant to keep their city
on a sustainable path.
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I would encourage the people who live in Newcastle and care about their community to join
local citizens like Nola and Bill.  They have an email list, which can be signed up at
NewcastleWatchdog@outlook.com .  They don’t have a website at this time, but it seems
likely they will organize something like this in the future.  More people need to engage just
like Nola and Bill and keep an eye on their local governments where they live.  The future
belongs to those who show up, and as Newcastle and other places repeatedly
demonstrate the failure to show up will ensure the future won’t be sustainable for those
who want to live there.

Cities don’t have to be run the Newcastle Way. They can control costs and avoid raising taxes, but it takes work
and a willingness to push back against the bureaucrats.

OUR CONSTITUTION BEGINS WITH THE PHRASE “WE THE PEOPLE.”  IT WAS THE
FOUNDER’S INTENT THAT GOVERNMENT BE CREATED BY THE PEOPLE, TO SERVE

THE PEOPLE.  IT WASN’T THEIR INTENTION FOR THE PEOPLE TO SERVE THE
GOVERNMENT.  IT WAS ALWAYS INTENDED THAT GOVERNMENT WHICH FAILED

TO SERVE THE PEOPLE SHOULD BE “ALTERED OR ABOLISHED.”  UNTIL WE
RETURN TO THE FOUNDER’S INTENT, WE REMAIN WE THE GOVERNED…

City of Newcastle – Propose 2019 Budget

Employment Contract with Newcastle City Manager Robert T. Wyman – 2019

Newcastle Watchdog – Editorial 9-2-16 – about the Purchase of City Hall

Newcastle Watchdog – Article 11-4-16 – Article about October Surprise Budget in the City of
Newcastle

Newcastle Watchdog – Editorial – the Future of Newcastle – 12-12-16

Newcastle Watchdog – Article – Newcastle Mayor bashes Newcastle Citizens – 1-7-17

Newcastle Watchdog – Tax rate comparison chart between Newcastle and Bellevue (hint –
Newcastle residents pay more)

Download
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http://www.wethegoverned.com

Executive Director and Founder of We the Governed



























Best Case Scenario (once law, rates can go up to 6% without input from
taxpayers).



(New York Times)

“The future belongs to those who show up.” Glen Morgan



Tom Magers

Linda Newing
Tom Magers

Linda Newing

Linda Newing

2020 Preliminary Operations and Capital Budget Manual
Newcastle is

facing a revenue problem not an expenditure problem. This conclusion is NOT held
by the council minority (named in green the chart above.  Wyman’s opinion or
anyone else’s opinion should not be included in this manual.

Attached are 2 files with invoices and
checks for the 2019 surveys.)



Newcastle Watchdogs oppose to this plan, which is a pet project of Mayor
Newing.

This is a matter for
interested private parties, NOT taxpayers.

Newcastle Watchdogs oppose the Downtown Strategic
Plan that will increase high-rise apartments, increase traffic, increase crime, and
increase the cost for police and fire safety.

The City of Newcastle (wait 25 seconds for it to
open).

Nola Coston

The City of Newcastle



The bureaucracy is the enemy.

fiscally responsible government

3 of 3 candidates for good governance Won in the last 2 elections.

The future belongs to those who show up.

The City of Newcastle (wait 25 seconds for
it to open).

Attachments:
2019 ETC survey report, checks, invoices.
2019 ELWAY survey report, checks, invoices.

The City of Newcastle


