
Peg Ieland replied Tues , 3 Dec 2019 at 3:01PM 

to: "PDC Support" <pdc@pdc.wa.gov> 
 

Hi Tabatha, 

 

I have reviewed Melissa Smith's response; my rebuttal is attached (and below for your convenience), with screen 

shots also attached. Thank you 

 

After reflecting upon Melissa Smith’s response to my complaint and doing some additional research, I must 

challenge the response. 

First, I am empathic to her need for surgery and am happy to see from her focus on her campaign and her public 

appearances that it seems she has had a good recovery. 

Second, there is no “confusion” about her write-in campaign or failure to file. There are only facts. She launched a 

campaign. She campaigned. She failed to file. 

Her statement “I had surgery on my mind, not campaigning” does not align with the evidence. 

According to the following Lacamas Magazine article dated October 9, 2019 Melissa Smith declared her candidacy 

that day and sat down for a 90 minute interview about her write-in campaign. Her quotes about Mayor Shannon 

Turk lacking leadership and all the reasons she had no confidence in the Mayor demonstrate great thought and focus 

on her campaign. This was exactly one week prior to her surgery. 

https://lacamasmagazine.com/2019/10/councilor-smith-no-confidence-in-city-leadership-runs-for-mayor-as-write-

in.html 

On October 15th, the night before her surgery Melissa Smith posted the following on nextdoor.com. It demonstrates 

that despite surgery the next day, she was indeed focused on her campaign. 

(see screen shot #1)  https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=126885706  

Later the same night on October 15th, Melissa Smith responded to this post on nextdoor.com. This demonstrates that 

despite her impending surgery she was indeed focused on her campaign. 

(see screen shot #2)  https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=126900710 

Despite her statement in the above referenced Lacamas Magazine article that “I’m not going to do signs” blue and 

white Vote for Melissa Smith signs appeared all over Camas beginning approximately October 25 th as documented 

in this nextdoor.com post. Again, this demonstrates that despite being in recovery from her neck surgery just 9 days 

prior she was focused enough on her campaign to buy and distribute signs that she originally wasn’t going to use! 

(see screen shot #3) https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=127974796&comment=305543675 

Melissa also took the time to post on Facebook on October 15th, as well as including a follow up response which also 

indicates her intention to place signs. 

(see screen shot 

#4) https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10220167327196939&set=a.3375685354460&type=3&theater 

Last, but not least Melissa Smith has run for office in the City of Camas four times previously and she is well aware 

of the legal filing requirements upon candidates. 
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Melissa Smith’s response to my complaint seems like a cavalier “Ooops! My bad!” response as her excuse “I had 

surgery on my mind, not campaigning” does not align with the evidence. She chose her priorities and following the 

law was not one of them. In doing so, she violated the law and the rights of voters to access campaign information. 

Thank you. 
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After reflecting upon Melissa Smith’s response to my complaint and doing some additional research, I 

must challenge the response. 

First, I am empathic to her need for surgery and am happy to see from her focus on her campaign and 

her public appearances that it seems she has had a good recovery. 

Second, there is no “confusion” about her write-in campaign or failure to file. There are only facts. She 

launched a campaign. She campaigned. She failed to file. 

Her statement “I had surgery on my mind, not campaigning” does not align with the evidence. 

According to the following Lacamas Magazine article dated October 9, 2019 Melissa Smith declared her 

candidacy that day and sat down for a 90 minute interview about her write-in campaign. Her quotes 

about Mayor Shannon Turk lacking leadership and all the reasons she had no confidence in the Mayor 

demonstrate great thought and focus on her campaign. This was exactly one week prior to her surgery. 

https://lacamasmagazine.com/2019/10/councilor-smith-no-confidence-in-city-leadership-runs-for-

mayor-as-write-in.html 

On October 15th, the night before her surgery Melissa Smith posted the following on nextdoor.com. It 

demonstrates that despite surgery the next day, she was indeed focused on her campaign. 

(see screen shot #1)  https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=126885706   

Later the same night on October 15th, Melissa Smith responded to this post on nextdoor.com. This 

demonstrates that despite her impending surgery she was indeed focused on her campaign. 

(see screen shot #2)  https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=126900710 

Despite her statement in the above referenced Lacamas Magazine article that “I’m not going to do 

signs” blue and white Vote for Melissa Smith signs appeared all over Camas beginning approximately 

October 25th as documented in this nextdoor.com post. Again, this demonstrates that despite being in 

recovery from her neck surgery just 9 days prior she was focused enough on her campaign to buy and 

distribute signs that she originally wasn’t going to use! 

(see screen shot #3) https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=127974796&comment=305543675 

Melissa also took the time to post on Facebook on October 15th, as well as including a follow up 

response which also indicates her intention to place signs. 

(see screen shot #4) 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10220167327196939&set=a.3375685354460&type=3&the

ater  

Last, but not least Melissa Smith has run for office in the City of Camas four times previously and she is 

well aware of the legal filing requirements upon candidates.  

http://www.ci.camas.wa.us/aboutcouncil/melissasmith 

Melissa Smith’s response to my complaint seems like a cavalier “Ooops! My bad!” response as her 

excuse “I had surgery on my mind, not campaigning” does not align with the evidence. She chose her 
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priorities and following the law was not one of them. In doing so, she violated the law and the rights of 

voters to access campaign information.  

Thank you. 
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