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Washington Conservation Voters Action Fund PAC 

Complainant Name 

Glen Morgan 

Complaint Description 

Glen Morgan reported via the portal Mon, 18 Nov 2019 at 1:43PM   
 

To whom it may concern,  

  

It has come to my attention that Washington Conservation Voters Action Fund PAC has 

committed egregious, repetitive and serious violations of Washington State’s campaign 

finance laws (RCW 42.17A).  

  

1) Failing to file timely (24hours) Independent Expenditure Reports within 21 days of an 

election (RCW 42.17A.260(1)(b)(i)) 

  

This well-funded PAC, which has the resources to hire professional compliance, legal, and 

treasurer support and which is very familiar with Washington State’s campaign finance laws 

for decades of political activity still chose to willfully, knowingly and with malice 

aforethought break the law.  As I’ve mentioned in a previous complaint, this is all the more 

shocking considering the fact this professional, corporately funded PAC has recently (earlier 

this year) received a formal Written Warning issued by the PDC for previous violations of 

Washington’s Campaign Finance Laws (See attached warning letter – PDC Enforcement 

Case #42958).   

 

Despite this warning, despite their resources, and despite their experience, they continue to 

choose to break the law again and again.  This might be their current policy as just a business 

calculation where they have decided that the insignificant penalties that might be imposed by 

the PDC are no deterrence compared to the political value of concealing their heavy-hand 

(well-financed) in local political races. Perhaps they just believe the PDC is a joke and this is 

their way of mocking both the PDC and the campaign finance laws.  The know they will 

never be held accountable. 

 

Nevertheless, it is incumbent to at least document this pattern of repetitive violations in order 

for future researchers to understand how campaign finance laws don’t work when applied to 

mega-PACs like this one.  It is easy to understand why this PAC ignores the law and 

continues to break it when politically convenient.  Just a micro cost of doing business, and not 

even much of a cost.  They waste more money on trivial expenses than they will ever spend 

on compliance or penalties for a failure to comply. Unfortunately, this is only going to 

encourage more lawbreaking by the big PACs like this one.   

 

Specifically, this PAC filed at least one Independent Expenditure Report weeks late during 

the 2019 election for a local political campaign in Whatcom County.  The attached C6 (PDC 

Tracking#9906) was filed with the PDC on November 14th.  It should have been filed with 

https://wapdc.freshdesk.com/a/contacts/13016106447
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the PDC on October 22nd.  It details (presuming the information is accurate, which it hasn’t 

been in the past with this PAC) an independent expenditure of $8,719 for a large mailer in a 

local political race.  This is a substantial sum in local politics, and it was concealed from the 

public during the critical 21 days proceeding an election after ballots had been mailed and 

while voters were completing their ballots.  It was concealed until a week after the election 

was over.  This was not an accident.  This PAC knows (and has known for decades) how to 

properly file these types of reports.  They just didn’t bother to follow the law knowing 

nothing will happen to them. 

 

This violation is only the most recent one I have discovered committed by this PAC.  

 

As the PDC is well aware, current investigations for previous complaints I have filed against 

this well-funded, professional mega PAC are ongoing (See PDC Enforcement Case#59539 

and Case #59657), but even while these investigations are actively occurring, this PAC has 

determined they will never be held accountable, so they can just keep breaking the law. 

 

This PAC is likely (almost certainly) committing other violations with the sound and logical 

business reasoning that the PDC won’t really investigate them with any degree of seriousness. 

  

This is particularly concerning in light of the fact that the PDC has already issued a Formal 

Warning to this mega PAC, and despite that, they chose to beak the law just a few months 

after receiving that Warning. It isn’t clear if that Formal Warning was viewed as a Green 

Light to break the law, knowing there would be no consequences, or if this PAC just felt that 

they have enough money, the risk of a fine was so low it didn’t even matter. 

 

Either way, this merits an investigation by the PDC to get to the bottom of this one 

too.  Judging from how these large mega PACs are starting to operate, it looks like I’ll be 

busy tracking their violations even if the PDC refuses to do so in most of these cases.  I still 

have faith that at some point, the law might be enforced, if for no other reason, than to 

encourage some of these Mega PACs to follow the law. 

  

Best Regards, 

 

Glen Morgan 

  
C6 - WA Con Voters - 9906 - 11-14-19.pdf 

175.3 KB 

 

What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public? 

Mega PACs like this one, which spend large sums of money, pay professional staff, and are 

fully aware of the campaign finance laws should not be allowed to willfully and with malice 

aforethought break those laws with impunity during the election cycle.  They may very well 

have willfully done this as a business decision, but if so, a penalty should be imposed.  

Otherwise, why should anyone else bother to follow the law? 

List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be found 
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See attached 

List of potential witnesses with contact information to reach them 

Everyone involved in this PAC has probably colluded in this one.  It is hard to see how 

anyone didn't know.  Obviously, this is their internal policy now - just mock the PDC and the 

campaign finance laws.   

Certification (Complainant) 

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that 

information provided with this complaint is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 

belief. 
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