State of Washington
PUBLIC DISCLOSURE COMMISSION
711 Capitol Way Rm. 206, PO Box 40908 e Olympia, Washington 98504-0908
(360) 753-1111  FAX (360) 753-1112
Toll Free 1-877-601-2828 ¢ E-mail: pdc@pdc.wa.gov e Website: www.pdc.wa.qov

November 22, 2019

Delivered electronically to “marlyschmidtke@gmail.com”

Subject: Complaint filed by Glen Morgan, PDC Case 59315
Dear Citizens for Lopez Solid Waste Levy:

Below is a copy of an electronic letter sent to Glen Morgan concerning a complaint filed with the
Public Disclosure Commission (PDC).

As noted in the letter to Glen Morgan, the PDC has dismissed this matter in accordance with
RCW 42.17A.755(1) and will not conduct a more formal investigation into these allegations or
take further enforcement action in this matter.

PDC staff is reminding you about the importance of including, in your committee’s registered
name, the name of any sponsor that contributes 80% or more of its contributions. PDC staff
expects in the future that you will include the sponsor in the committee’s name on C-1PC reports
in accordance with PDC laws and rules.

If you have questions, you may contact Tabatha Blacksmith at 1-360-586-8929, toll-free at 1-
877-601-2828 or by e-mail at pdc@pdc.wa.gov

Sincerely, Endorsed by,
/s /s
Tabatha Blacksmith Barbara Sandahl
Compliance Coordinator Deputy Director

For Peter Lavallee
Executive Director
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State of Washington
PUBLIC DISCLOSURE COMMISSION
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November 22, 2019

Delivered electronically to “glen@wethegoverned.com”

Subject: Complaint regarding Citizens for Lopez Solid Waste Levy, PDC Case 59315
Dear Glen Morgan:

The Public Disclosure Commission (PDC) has completed its review of the complaint you filed
on October 23, 2019. The complaint alleged that Citizens for Lopez Solid Waste Levy (the
“Respondent™), a single-year election committee, may have violated RCW 42.17A.205(5) by
failing to include its sponsor’s name in the registered committee’s name on reports during
election years 2016 and 2019.

PDC staff reviewed the allegations; the applicable statutes, rules, and reporting requirements;
and the applicable PDC reports filed by Respondent to determine whether they support a finding
of one or more violations.

Based on staff’s review, we found the following:

e RCW 42.17A.205(5) and WAC 390-16-011A(2) require a sponsored committee to
include the name of its sponsor “in the committee’s name” on the Committee
Registration (C-1PC report) form.

e RCW 42.17A.005(46)(b)(i) defines the “sponsor” of a political committee to include a
person? or its members, officers, employees or shareholders from which a committee
receives 80% or more of its contributions. WAC 390-15-011A(3) states that all
contributions received in the previous 12 months should be considered when determining
whether a political committee has met the 80% threshold set forth in .005(46).

e The Respondent reported receipt of a $1,500 contribution from the political committee
Solid Waste Alternative Program (SWAP) on August 1, 2016 and a $400 contribution
from SWAP on September 23, 2016. These contributions from SWAP represented 100%
of the Respondent’s contributions received during the precedingl12 months.

e The Respondent reported receipt of a $3,000 contribution from SWAP on June 24, 2019,
which represented 100% of the contributions received by the Respondent during the
preceding 12 months.

1 “Person” includes, but is not limited to, a political committee.
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e The sponsor’s name was omitted from the Committee Name field on the C-1PC reports
the Respondent filed with the PDC for election years 2016 and 2019.

e On November 5, 2019, the Respondent amended its Committee Registration (C-1PC
reports) for election years 2016 and 2019, changing its committee name to “Citizens for
Lopez Solid Waste Levy Sponsored by Solid Waste Alternative(s) Program (SWAP).”

e The complaint also included the Complainant’s belief that the Respondent is required to
correct its name on previously filed C-3 reports to include the sponsor. However, this
action is not necessary for the following reasons:

o PDC laws & rules do not require a political committee to retroactively amend its
C-3 reports when it amends its registered name; and

o The full, amended name should appear on subsequent C-3 reports that are filed
electronically with the PDC, but field-length limitations may truncate the name.
Prior C-3 reports would also potentially contain truncated names, so amending
them (if it were required) would not ensure the full sponsored name appears.

Upon being notified of the complaint, the Respondent made a good-faith effort to comply by
quickly taking corrective action to amend its C-1PC reports within five days. Furthermore, the
impact of noncompliance on the public was minimal because the sources of the Respondent’s
contributions are readily available on the PDC’s website. Finally, the Respondent does not have
previous warnings/violations of PDC requirements.

Based on our findings, staff has determined that, in this instance, failure to include sponsor name
in the committee’s registered name does not amount to a violation that warrants further
investigation.

PDC staff is reminding the Respondent about the importance of including its sponsor in the
committee name, when required, in accordance with the PDC laws and rules.

The Respondent made minor or ministerial errors on required reports, which did not materially
impact the public interest. Upon notification of these errors, the Respondent timely amended
their reports, making the necessary technical corrections as requested by PDC staff.

Based on this information, the PDC finds that no further action is warranted and has dismissed
this matter in accordance with RCW 42.17A.755(1).

If you have questions, you may contact Tabatha Blacksmith at 1-360-586-8929, toll-free at 1-
877-601-2828 or by e-mail at pdc@pdc.wa.gov

Sincerely, Endorsed by,
/s /s
Tabatha Blacksmith Barbara Sandahl
Compliance Coordinator Deputy Director

For Peter Lavallee
Executive Director

cc: Citizens for Lopez Solid Waste Levy
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