










From: PDC Support
To: Gordon Karg
Subject: Re: PDC - Get help or information - Gordon Karg
Date: Tuesday, August 20, 2019 4:54:41 PM

Hi Gordon,

 RCW 42.17A.555 does not prevent a public office or agency from making facilities available on a
nondiscriminatory, equal access basis for political uses  If it is the normal and regular practice of the City
Council to have a time at city council meetings when the comment period is open to any speaker, on any
topic, than it is acceptable for the City Council to allow a candidate to make statements about his or her
campaign at that time.  The city council should take care that they are not violating their written policy
about meetings or changing their normal and regular practice to accommodate this.

Thank you,

--Scott Haley
  Filer Assistance Specialist

Washington State law established email as the PDC’s official means of communication as of June 7th,
2018 (RCW 42.17A.055). Filers have a duty to amend their reports within 10 days of any material
changes, such as new email addresses. Please ensure your email address is up to date.

To respond, please reply to this email. 
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On Thu, 15 Aug at 11:36 AM , Gordon Karg <gkarg@dupontwa.gov> wrote:
Is it a violation of RCW 42.17A.555 for a political candidate or ballot proponent/opponent,
who is not an official of or employed by the municipality, to make campaign statements
during the public comment period of a City Council meeting when the comment period is
open to any speaker, on any topic, and no topic or speech is endorsed or supported by any
city official or staff and is an opportunity provided at every Council meeting?  Or is this a
"neutral forum" under PDC guidelines and Constitutional law?  See 
 https://www.pdc.wa.gov/learn/guidelines-local-government
Thank you. 


