
File a Formal Complaint - Jim Lazar  
 

Jim Lazar  reported via the portal 

 

Jim Lazar  reported (1 Aug 2019) 

 The City is always in a budget cycle.  For the 2020 budget, the City prepared a Public Service 

Announcement, in which the Mayor appears in a video, urging involvement. 

 

The Mayor's participation in this may violate RCW  42.17A.575.   That is not the focus of this 

complaint. 

 

However, because the City actually prepared this video, and is using the City website and City 

Facebook page to promote it, the City appears to be in violation of RCW 42.17A.555.    

 

a) Is using city facilities in support of a campaign in violation of RCW 42.17A.; the person who caused 

this video to be posted on the city website, and linked to the city Facebook page, undoubtedly 

reports to the City Manager, which is why Steve Hall is personally named.  The only City employees 

who do not report to the City Manager are the Municipal Court Judge and the Hearing Examiner, 

and neither of them likely have access to post material directly to the City website or Facebook 

page.   

 

b) Has failed to assure, by contract, that the video that the City produced and owns, would not be 

used in violation of RCW 42.17A.575 as required by that statute.   

 

RCW 42.17A.575 is unambiguous in its language:  during the calendar year of her re-election 

campaign, the Mayor may not appear in a public service announcement that bears her photo.  That is 

violated by the email the City mailed, and the portrayal that is on the City website, both of which 

contain her photo and a link to the video.    

 

The email I received, which is attached, is clearly a public service announcement.  It was directly 

emailed to a list of nearly 2,500 "subscribers" to City email announcements.  In addition, the City 

Facebook page has over 10,000 "followers" each of whom has been encouraged to visit this video.   

 

I believe that the City should be required to: 

 

a) remove the offending photograph and video from its website and Facebook page immediately. 

b) be fined at least the amount that would be incurred by each of the opponents to the Mayor to 

directly mail each person who received this advertisement from the City via website or Facebook, 

and  

c) The City should be required to provide each other candidate equal access to the City Facebook 

page and website to provide "equal time" to all candidates.  When each candidate has reached the 

same number of "impressions" as the Mayor has, that equal time should be deemed satisfied. 
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Complaint Description 

Jim Lazar replied Thurs, August 1, 2019 at 11:39AM 

to: "PDC Support" pdc@pdc.wa.gov 

   
I submitted a complaint against the City of Olympia a few minutes ago.  This is a reply to the 

email that said I could "update" my complaint. 

I could not "attach" the video that I reference in the complaint.  Nor could I embed a link to 

it.   

However, I believe the link below will take the PDC staff to a recording I made of the 

video.  It may also still be accessible on the City website. 

What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public? 

The public, primarily Olympia citizens, are exposed to a public service announcement 

broadcast on the City's website showing the mayor urging involvement in a city process.  This 

is free advertising for the Mayor's re-election campaign, and not made equally available to 

other candidates for this position. 

List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be found 

Copy of email received by Jim Lazar from the City. 

Copy of City web page showing the Mayor's picture, and a link to a youtube video of the 

Mayor making a speech.    

Copy of City Facebook pages, directing viewers to the video of the Mayor. 

 

I have a recording of the offending video, but do not know how to save that to a file small 

enough to attach.  I can provide (I think) a link to it on request from the PDC, and can 

definitely bring my phone to the PDC office to show the video. 

 

I have a complete copy of the email list that the City used to distribute this Public Service 

Announcement / Advertisement, but am contractually limited from sharing it under the terms 

by which the City released it to me under the Public Records Act.  I think that means I should 

not attach it, because all attachments become public records at the PDC.  But it can be 

obtained from the City by requesting the Public Records supplied to me on July 31.     

List of potential witnesses with contact information to reach them 

Cheryl Selby, Mayor of Olympia 

Steve Hall, City Manager of Olympia 

Karen Messmer, Citizen who has viewed the video online, and observed the Facebook pages.  

360-357-8364 

 

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that 

information provided with this complaint is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 

belief. 
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