
Christopher Rufo replied Sun, 28 Jul 2019 at 5:01PM 

to: "PDC Support" <pdc@pdc.wa.gov> 

 

Thank you, Tabatha, for bringing this to my attention. This is a frivolous complaint and I reject 

the allegation. Here is my response:  

 

Contrary to the complaint, the Documentary Foundation is a federally tax-exempt 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit organization (EIN # 26-1373837) that is registered in Washington State (UBI 

# 603602614) pursuant to RCW 19.09. 

 

RCW 19.09.020 Section 2 clearly states the definition of "charitable organization" as "any entity 

that solicits or collects contributions from the general public where the contribution is or is 

purported to be used to support a charitable purpose." The Documentary Foundation has solicited 

and collected contributions from the general public (defined under 19.09.020 Section 11 as "any 

individual or entity located in Washington state without a membership or other official 

relationship with a charitable organization before a solicitation by the charitable organization") 

in accordance with its "charitable purpose," which is to produce films, writing, and reports about 

civic and social issues and to educate audiences through public television and research 

publications (which meets the definition of "charitable purpose" under 19.09.20 Section 3, 

described as "any religious, charitable, scientific, testing for public safety, literary, or educational 

purpose or any other purpose that is beneficial to the community, including environmental, 

humanitarian, patriotic, or civic purposes, the support of national or international amateur sports 

competition, the prevention of cruelty to children or animals, the advancement of social welfare, 

or the benefit of law enforcement personnel, firefighters, and other persons who protect public 

safety"). 

 

Furthermore, the IRS, which legally determines which organizations qualify as public 

charities, states that "organizations described in section 501(c)(3) are commonly referred to 

as charitable organizations." The Documentary Foundation is a registered 501(c)(3) organization 

and I have attached the official IRS letter to this email that clearly states the Documentary 

Foundation is a "public charity" and "exempt from federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) of 

the Internal Revenue Code."  

 

Therefore, the surplus donation to the Documentary Foundation meets the criteria in RCW 

42.17A.430 and RCW 19.09.020.  

 

Please let me know the next steps and timeline for resolution. I would like to resolve this 

frivolous complaint as soon as possible. Please do not hesitate to call me directly with any 

questions at 206-376-9031. 

 

Thank you, Tabatha! 

 

Best, 

 

Christopher 
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