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Complaint Description 

File a Formal Complaint - Emry Dinman 

Edinman reported (Tue, 16 Oct at 3:25 PM) via Portal Meta 

AG Power Users of Grant County (filed with the Office of the Secretary of State 

as AG Water and Power Users of Grant County) has made significant campaign 

contributions to Nelson Cox and Judy Wilson in there respective races. They are 

a registered non-profit with the state of Washington, but they do not file with the 

IRS as a tax-exempt organization. Their financial records are not available either 

with the SOS or the PDC, and officials from both offices have indicated that they 

should at least have records available with the PDC. If they are allowed to avoid 

registration, please indicate why this is the case.  

 

What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public? 

Obfuscates the public's ability to know who is funding political campaigns, as 

the group is not registered with the IRS or the PDC. 

List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be 

found. 

This complaint is based off the recommendation of a PDC employee I spoke with 

earlier today who said that they believed the organization should have been 

registered with the PDC so there financial records would be public, and that I 

should file a complaint so it could be investigated. Any necessary documentation 

is in the PDC database. 

List of potential witnesses with contact information to reach them.  

PDC employees who look at the data on file. 

Complaint Certification: 

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 

Washington that information provided with this complaint is true and correct to 

the best of my knowledge and belief. 
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Complaint Description 

File a Formal Complaint - Don Long 

Don Long reported  (Fri, 19 Oct at 1:00 PM) via Portal Meta 

The group Ag Power Users of Grant County has been contributing to Grant 

County PUD Commissioner elections since 2010. Data gathered from the Public 

Disclosure Commission’s website at https://www.pdc.wa.gov/browse/campaign-

explorer shows the following contributions: 

Grant County PUD Commissioner Elections 

Campaign contributions made by Ag Power Users of 

Grant County 

2010 Bob Bernd $500 

2010 Patti Paris $500 

2010 Dale Walker $500 

2010 Richard Callahan $500 

2010 Brandt Castleton $500 

2014 Larry Schaapman $1,000 

2018 Nelson Cox $27,902 

2018 Judy Wilson $27,902 

  

According to the Public Disclosure Commission’s website 

at https://www.pdc.wa.gov/browse/more-ways-to-follow-the-

money/committees/continuing?category=Committees, a Continuing Political 

Committee is “any committee that plans to continue for more than one election 

season, such as business or labor committees.” This committee has obviously 

continued for more than one election season and has made substantial 

contributions in PUD Commissioner elections. In 2010, they contributed $2,500, 

in 2014 they contributed $1,000 and so far in 2018 they have contributed 

$55,804. 

I wondered who these people are? Trying to research the PDC, I do not find 

them listed. Looking at Nelson Cox and Judy Wilson C3 filings, even the Ag 

Power Users mailing address is mysterious. They use the Moses Lake Comfort 

Inn motel as their address. 

In accordance with RCW 42.17A.005(15) and RCW 42.17A.225 Ag Power 

Users of Grant County should be found to be in violation of Washington State 
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law and should be required to disclose all contributions made to their group 

beginning in 2010.  

 

 

Don Long replied  (Mon, 29 Oct at 11:20 AM) 

to : pdc@pdc.wa.gov 

Here's additional information (see attached spreadsheet) on contributions made 

by Ag Power Users of Grant County to candidates from 2010 to 2018. My initial 

complaint only listed contributions to Grant County PUD Commissioner 

campaigns. Since then I've researched the Open Data database and found that 

they have also contributed to campaigns for Governor, Public Lands 

Commissioner, and State Representative. Note that the name is mis-spelled in the 

database a few times. Search as "contributor_name starts with: ag power" to find 

all occurances.  

 

I would also like to amend my complaint to include the following additional 

RCW subsections: 42.17A.005(40), 42.17A.205, 42.17A.210, 42.17A.220. 

42.17A.235, and 42.17A.240. 

 

Thank you, 

Don Long 

 

 

What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public? 

Washington State laws and regulations, specifically RCW 42.17A are intended to 

allow voters to "follow the money", so that they can be completely informed on 

who is supporting a candidate for public office. Voters are unable to determine 

who financed campaign contributions by Ag Power Users of Grant County and 

therefore are not able to be fully informed on who to vote for in Grant County 

PUD Commissioner elections. 

List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be 

found. 

See description below for contributions reported by candidates for Grant County 

PUD Commissioner. 

List of potential witnesses with contact information to reach them.  

Manager 

Comfort Suites 
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1700 E. Kittleson Road, Moses Lake, WA 98837 

Phone: (509) 765-3731 

Complaint Certification: 

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 

Washington that information provided with this complaint is true and correct to 

the best of my knowledge and belief. 
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Totals by Year

2010 Robert W Bernd 500.00$                        

2010 Patricia A Paris 500.00$                        

2010 Richard D Callahan 500.00$                        

2010 Dale P Walker 500.00$                        

2010 Brandt N Castleton 500.00$                         2010 2,500.00$                                         

2012 Robert M Mckenna 300.00$                        

2012 Clint B Didier 1,800.00$                      2012 2,100.00$                                         

2014 Larry J Schaapman 1,000.00$                     

2014 Mathew S Manweller 400.00$                         2014 1,400.00$                                         

2018 Judy H Wilson 150.00$                        

2018 Judy H Wilson 1,752.00$                     

2018 Nelson Y Cox 150.00$                        

2018 Nelson Y Cox 1,752.00$                     

2018 Judy H Wilson 10,500.00$                  

2018 Nelson Y Cox 10,500.00$                  

2018 Judy H Wilson 500.00$                        

2018 Nelson Y Cox 500.00$                        

2018 Judy H Wilson 15,000.00$                  

2018 Nelson Y Cox 15,000.00$                   2018 55,804.00$                                       

Totals 61,804.00$                   61,804.00$                                       
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election_

year contributor_name contributor_address amount type

first_nam

e

middle_

initial last_name office position

legislative

_district party id

report_

number origin filer_id filer_name jurisdiction

jurisdiction

_county

jurisdiction

_type

cash_or_

in_kind receipt_date primary_general code

contributor_

city

contribut

or_state

contributor

_zip contributor_location

2010 AG POWER USERS OF GRANT COUNTY 17768 SHADY ACRES 500         Candidate ROBERT W BERND PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSIONER NON PARTISAN 2960849.rcpt 100373794 C3 BERNR  837 BERND ROBERT W GRANT PUD 02 ‐ ELE GRANT Local Cash 8/13/2010 Full election cycle Other EPHRATA WA 98823 (47.35099, ‐119.53621)

2010 AG POWER USERS OF GRANT COUNTY 17768 SHADY ACRES 500         Candidate PATRICIA A PARIS PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSIONER 2 NON PARTISAN 2902619.rcpt 100363639 C3 PARIP  837 PARIS PATRICIA A GRANT PUD 02 ‐ ELE GRANT Local Cash 6/21/2010 Full election cycle Other EPHRATA WA 98823 (47.35099, ‐119.53621)

2010 AG POWER USERS OF GRANT COUNTY 17768 SHADY ACRES 500         Candidate RICHARD D CALLAHAN PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSIONER 2 NON PARTISAN 2903508.rcpt 100363857 C3 CALLR  357 CALLAHAN RICHARD D GRANT PUD 02 ‐ ELE GRANT Local Cash 6/24/2010 Full election cycle Political Action Committee EPHRATA WA 98823 (47.35099, ‐119.53621)

2010 AG POWER USERS OF GRANT COUNTY 1350 SOUTH PIONEER WAY 500         Candidate DALE P WALKER PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSIONER 2 NON PARTISAN 2903505.rcpt 100363855 C3 WALKD  837 WALKER DALE P GRANT PUD 02 ‐ ELE GRANT Local Cash 6/18/2010 Full election cycle Other MOSES LAKE WA 98837 (47.1146, ‐119.26241)

2010 AG POWER USHERS OF GRANT COUNTY 17768 SHADY ACRES 500         Candidate BRANDT N CASTLETON PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSIONER NON PARTISAN 2954101.rcpt 100372087 C3 CASTB  344 CASTLETON BRANDT N GRANT PUD 02 ‐ ELE GRANT Local Cash 8/9/2010 Full election cycle Other EPHRATA WA 98823 (47.35099, ‐119.53621)

2012 AG POWER USERS OF GRANT COUNTY 17768 SHADY ACRES 300         Candidate ROBERT M MCKENNA GOVERNOR REPUBLICAN 3714473.rcpt 100484996 C3 MCKER2 006 MCKENNA ROBERT M GOVERNOR, OFFICE OF Statewide Cash 8/14/2012 General Business EPHRATA WA 98823 (47.35099, ‐119.53621)

2012 AG POWER USERS OF GRANT COUNTY 17768 SHADY ACRES 1,800     Candidate CLINT B DIDIER PUBLIC LANDS COMMISSIONER REPUBLICAN 3823206.rcpt 100495013 C3 DIDIC  301 DIDIER CLINT B NATURAL RESOURCES, DEPT OF Statewide Cash 10/11/2012 General Business EPHRATA WA 98823 (47.35099, ‐119.53621)

2014 AG POWER USERS OF GRANT COUNTY 1350 S PIONEER WAY 1,000     Candidate LARRY J SCHAAPMAN PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSIONER 3 NON PARTISAN 4506370.rcpt 100601936 C3 SCHALA 848 SCHAAPMAN LARRY J GRANT PUD 02 ‐ ELE GRANT Local Cash 8/18/2014 Full election cycle Other MOSES LAKE WA 98837 (47.1146, ‐119.26241)

2014 AG POWERS USERS OF GRANT COUNTY 1350 S PIONEER WAY 400         Candidate MATHEW S MANWELLER STATE REPRESENTATIVE 2 13 REPUBLICAN 4209115.rcpt 100549787 C3 MANWM  926 MANWELLER MATHEW S LEG DISTRICT 13 ‐ HOUSE GRANT Legislative Cash 9/13/2013 Primary Business MOSES LAKE WA 98837 (47.1146, ‐119.26241)

2018 AG POWER USERS OF GRANT COUNTY 1350 S PIONEER WAY 150         Candidate JUDY H WILSON PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSIONER 1 NON PARTISAN 6079223.rcpt 100866069 C3 WILSJ  837 WILSON JUDY H GRANT PUD 02 ‐ ELE GRANT Local Cash 10/10/2018 Full election cycle Other MOSES LAKE WA 98837 (47.1146, ‐119.26241)

2018 AG POWER USERS OF GRANT COUNTY 1350 S PIONEER WAY 1,752     Candidate JUDY H WILSON PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSIONER 1 NON PARTISAN 6079222.rcpt 100866069 C3 WILSJ  837 WILSON JUDY H GRANT PUD 02 ‐ ELE GRANT Local Cash 10/10/2018 Full election cycle Other MOSES LAKE WA 98837 (47.1146, ‐119.26241)

2018 AG POWER USERS OF GRANT COUNTY 1700 KITTELSON RD 150         Candidate NELSON Y COX PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSIONER B NON PARTISAN 6071251.rcpt 100864664 C3 COX N  857 COX NELSON Y GRANT PUD 02 ‐ ELE GRANT Local Cash 10/10/2018 Full election cycle Other MOSES LAKE WA 98837 (47.10231, ‐119.25)

2018 AG POWER USERS OF GRANT COUNTY 1700 KITTELSON RD 1,752     Candidate NELSON Y COX PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSIONER B NON PARTISAN 6071250.rcpt 100864664 C3 COX N  857 COX NELSON Y GRANT PUD 02 ‐ ELE GRANT Local Cash 10/10/2018 Full election cycle Other MOSES LAKE WA 98837 (47.10231, ‐119.25)

2018 AG POWER USERS OF GRANT COUNTY 1350 S PIONEER WAY 10,500   Candidate JUDY H WILSON PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSIONER 1 NON PARTISAN 6040686.rcpt 100860469 C3 WILSJ  837 WILSON JUDY H GRANT PUD 02 ‐ ELE GRANT Local Cash 9/18/2018 Full election cycle Other MOSES LAKE WA 98837 (47.1146, ‐119.26241)

2018 AG POWER USERS OF GRANT COUNTY 1700 KITTELSON RD 10,500   Candidate NELSON Y COX PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSIONER B NON PARTISAN 6040091.rcpt 100860366 C3 COX N  857 COX NELSON Y GRANT PUD 02 ‐ ELE GRANT Local Cash 9/17/2018 Full election cycle Other MOSES LAKE WA 98837 (47.10231, ‐119.25)

2018 AG POWER USERS OF GRANT COUNTY 1350 S PIONEER WAY 500         Candidate JUDY H WILSON PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSIONER 1 NON PARTISAN 6023439.rcpt 100856833 C3 WILSJ  837 WILSON JUDY H GRANT PUD 02 ‐ ELE GRANT Local Cash 8/21/2018 Full election cycle Other MOSES LAKE WA 98837 (47.1146, ‐119.26241)

2018 AG POWER USERS OF GRANT COUNTY 1700 KITTELSON RD 500         Candidate NELSON Y COX PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSIONER B NON PARTISAN 6002792.rcpt 100853349 C3 COX N  857 COX NELSON Y GRANT PUD 02 ‐ ELE GRANT Local Cash 8/17/2018 Full election cycle Other MOSES LAKE WA 98837 (47.10231, ‐119.25)

2018 AG POWER USERS OF GRANT COUNTY 1350 S PIONEER WAY 15,000   Candidate JUDY H WILSON PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSIONER 1 NON PARTISAN 5927186.rcpt 100838912 C3 WILSJ  837 WILSON JUDY H GRANT PUD 02 ‐ ELE GRANT Local Cash 6/12/2018 Full election cycle Other MOSES LAKE WA 98837 (47.1146, ‐119.26241)

2018 AG POWER USERS OF GRANT COUNTY 1700 KITTELSON RD 15,000   Candidate NELSON Y COX PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSIONER B NON PARTISAN 5924340.rcpt 100838528 C3 COX N  857 COX NELSON Y GRANT PUD 02 ‐ ELE GRANT Local Cash 6/13/2018 Full election cycle Other MOSES LAKE WA 98837 (47.10231, ‐119.25)
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Travis Meacham 

replied to 

pdc@pdc.wa.gov 

(Thu, 8 Nov 2018 at 11:22 AM) 

 

I was contacted by the PCD in about July to discuss the status of our organization. We talked 

about why our group was formed and what the expectations were from our membership. It was 

determined at that time that there was not a need for us to take any further action. Our group 

operated under that knowledge and do not believe that we needed to take any further steps. 

Thanks 

Travis Meacham 
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